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Creating a Current Date JavaScript

Purpose: To display the user’s system date on the web page. This allows them to see the full
date as they are browsing your website.

Issues: mobile devices may not be able to read the script, users may have browser scripting
turned off, browser may be to old to read JavaScript, administration rights may interfere with
the running of the script

AT T . Step 1: Start with a blank JavaScript File, to create a blank

- JavaScript file open a blank text document and save it as
“currentdate.js” the .js file extension makes it a JavaScript
File.

Step 2: The key element to any JavaScript that is ! - - cesmBiacar |
working with a date is a predefined function called =
new Date () we have to make a variable that holds
the read out of this predefined function. To do this we
write the following code:

var date = new Date ();

This allows us to reference the readout of the func-
tion by just “date”, the “var” defines a variable.

Tutorial for personal or educational use only.
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Step 3: Now we need to create an Array to change the number from the predefined function
new Date ( ); it display the day of the week as a integer (0 through 6), to replace these we need
to make an array to fix that. We make an array with the following code:

var dayOfWeek = new Array(7);
dayOfWeek[0] = “Sunday”;
dayOfWeek[1] = “Monday”;
dayOfWeek|2] = “Tuesday”;
dayOfWeek|3] = “Wednesday”’;
dayOfWeek[4] = “Thursday”;
dayOfWeek|[5] = “Friday”;
dayOfWeek]|6] = “Saturday”;

As we look at the piece of code above this will help assign the name of the days of the weeks to
predefined function. We store the array in a variable again and access it by “dayOfWeek”. As
we look at the array in the brackets it is the integer defined by new Date (), and will sunsitute
the number for the value of that specific number. We enclose the days of week in quotations
because they are character data.

Tutorial for personal or educational use only.
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Step 4: Now we need to create a second Array for the months since it displays the months as a
integer as well. This is done in the same way only this time we will name the variable month
and type the months of the year instead of days of the week.

var month = new Array(12);
month[0] = ""January"’;
month[1] = ""February;
month[2] = ""March";
month[3] = "April™;
month[4] = "May"";
month[5] = ""June™;
month[6] = ""July";
month[7] = ""August™;
month[8] = ""September"’;
month[9] = ""October";
month[10] = "*November";
month[11] = ""December";
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Step 5: Now we need to attach the arrays we wrote to the new Date ( ); function. To do this we
use the following code.

var weekday = dayOfWeek[date.getDay()];
var monthOfYear = month[date.getMonth()];
var realDate = date.getDate();
var year = date.getFullYear();

The code above attaches the array to the new Date( ); Function and get the day of the month
and the Year.
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var date = gpew Date ():!
2 var dayOfWeek = new Array(7):
3 dayOfWeak([0] "Sunday®;
4 dayOfWeek{l] i ’
- dayOfwWeek([2]
dayOfWeak([3]
dayOfWNeek{4]
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var weekday = dayOfWeek|[date.getDay()]:
24 var monthOfYear = monch[dace.getMonth()]:
: var realDate = date.getDate()
26 var year = date.getFull¥Year():

LINNE B B N I

DN I D B B B |
)

JavaScript file nb char ; 688 Ln:25 Col:31 Sel:0 Dos\Windows ANSI INS

Tutorial for personal or educational use only.



Creating a Current Date JavaScript 5

Step 6: We need to create three variables to hold a space, a comma, and pretext. The will help
format the output of the JavaScript File. This is done with the following code:

var comma = «, «;
var pretext = “Today is”;
var space = * «;

These create three variables to add formatting marks for our output that we write in the next
step.
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var date = new Date ()
‘ var dayOfiWeek = new Array(7):
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var weekday = dayOfWeek[data,getDay()]:
24 var nmoathOfYear = month|date.getMonth() )’
var realDate = dave.getDate():
i€ VAr year = date.getFullYear():
Var precext « *Ioday 893

L B BN B I B
1

=bT

LIS I S B I N
'

var space = " ©
VAY comma - "

JavaScnpt file nb char:753 n:28 Col:17 Sel:0 Dos\Windows ANSI INS

Tutorial for personal or educational use only.



Creating a Current Date JavaScript 6

Step 7: Finally we create the output. We do this with a line of code document.write( ) this
write to the webpage the variables and text inside it. We write the date output as follows:

document.write( pretext + weekday + comma + monthOfYear + space + realDate +
comma + year);

We have to separate each variable with a plus sign so they are not confused as one long variable
to statement. If you wanted to add text you would just put the text in quotes to get a readout of
what was in the quotes.
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var weskday = dayOfieek[datw.geslay(l]:
var seethOfYaar = sonthdate.getNontn() )
var zeallete = date.getDate() :

VAr year = date.getFullYear()/
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gocumant.write ( precexs + veaekday + comma + monthOfYear + space + esllate + comma ¢+ year):s
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Step 8: Now we need to attach the JavaScript File to the webpage and it will display the date
on the webpage. This done by adding the following code.

<script type=""text/javascript™ language=""javascript' src=""currentdate.js""><script>

This is how to attach an external JavaScript to a webpage. When using JavaScript, a
<noscript></noscript> should follow the JavaScript. What you place inside the noscript tags is
up to you but should say something to the effect to enable JavaScript.
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