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Creating a Date Last Modified JavaScript 

Purpose: To let the user see the last time the webpage was updated and saved. This puts a date 

on the information. This helps when using the information for research. 

Step 1: Open up the current date JavaScript made 

in a previous tutorial and save it as lastmodified.js 

this will create a copy of the current date 

JavaScript for us to modify.  

Step 2: Next we will modify the new 

Date(); function so it reads out the date 

the document was last saved. TO do this 

we insert document.lastModified into the 

parthesis of the new Date(); function. 

Issues: mobile devices may not be able to read the script, users may have browser scripting turned 

off, browser may be to old to read JavaScript, administration rights may interfere with the running 

of the script  

Step 3: The final thing we need to do is to 

change the pretext variable to “Date Last 

Modified: ” this will let it say that before the 

date. 
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Step 4:  Now we need to attach the JavaScript File to the webpage and it will display the date 

on the webpage. This done by adding the following code.  

 

<script type="text/javascript" language="javascript" src="lastmodified.js"><script> 

 

This is how to attach an external JavaScript to a webpage. When using JavaScript, a 

<noscript></noscript> should follow the JavaScript. What you place inside the noscript tags is 

up to you but should say something to the effect to enable JavaScript.  


